VENUS  DE MILO IS  INDECENT                 23
morals.   Mr. Nakamura removed his pg.inH.ngs*
"So you see the police are correct when they
claim that they have not removed any paintings
during the past year. We artists are now so dis-
organized that we can't protest so we just take
the all too broad hint/' added Mr. Hiraoka who
is quite resigned to the indignity to which Venus
has been put during the past year.
"Since this morals drive began, all the statuary
in the Mimatsu Restaurant at Hibiya has also been
removed/' he said.
Venus, it seems, was first subjected to a rather
nondescript towel-cloth beach robe. But the
Alice Blue number with white polka dots is much
more becoming. However, the police have made
no comment upon her new attire* Mr. Hiraoka
said that he decided to cover her rather than find
a new home where her charms would be more wel-
come because he feels certain that sooner or later
the police will relent,
"She's quite a big girl to be moving about.
Besides, I am fond of her. She was cast at the Ueno
Academy and sold to me at cost. And where else
could I put her ? I don't want to sell her. After
all, she stood where she is for two years before
any one objected to her/* he stated.
Sometimes,   Mr.   Hiraoka  admitted,  private